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Guidelines for use of INDOCERT Logo on labels for INDOCERT approved Inputs
Use of INDOCERT logo

1. INDOCERT Logo for Input Approval Programme represents the Approval of Inputs in Organic Agriculture. Therefore to safe guard the credibility of INDOCERT and the operator’s interests, following guidelines are instituted to prevent misuse of INDOCERT logo and protect consumers from fraud.

2. Only manufactures and marketing companies approved by INDOCERT have the right to use INDOCERT logo for Input Approval Programme.

3. INDOCERT Logo can only be used by the operator after the label approval procedure has been completed and approval is granted by INDOCERT in writing.

4. In case of not approval of label by INDOCERT, INDOCERT shall not be responsible for any loss happened to the operator in this regard.

5. The right for using INDOCERT logo is limited to the period for which the INDOCERT input approval certificate is valid (see period of validity of certificate) or until expiry of the approval granted for using INDOCERT logo.  

6. The size of the INDOCERT logo on all products in relation to their brand name shall be decided by INDOCERT. 

7. ® must be used along right side of INDOCERT logo as superscript.

8. All labels of approved products shall specify the manufacturing date, expiry date, batch number/lot number, price, quantity of packing and the ingredients of the product.

9. Operator has to mention the formulations and total Colony Forming Units (cfu) on the label of Microbial formulated products.

10. Products with INDOCERT logo shall reveal the name and address of the person or company legally responsible for the production or product is mentioned on the label.
11. The use of INDOCERT logo in advertisements, exhibitions and displays is permitted only for approved products. The certificate of approval must also be displayed at the stores or stall to avoid the customer’s confusion regarding the unapproved products.
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The name INDOCERT shall not be used as product name, but may be indicated on the product label as
13. If the manufacturer or marketing company fails to renew the input approval certificate or is not approved after expiry of the certificate or if he/she has been suspended or nonapproved, his/her right to use INDOCERT input approval logo will be terminated, the logo must be withdrawn from the marketed product within 30 days from the date of termination. In this case the labels and packages carrying INDOCERT logo must be withdrawn and destroyed in the presence of INDOCERT’s designated staff or another third party agreed by INDOCERT.The expenses incurred during this process shall be to the account of the manufacturer or marketing company.

14. INDOCERT may allow suspended or nonapproved operators to sell approved products remaining in the warehouse before the date of suspension/nonapproval. But the operator must enter into an agreement with INDOCERT prior to selling the products.

15. Operator shall not claim their approved products as “Only Organic fertiliser, Certified organic fertiliser or 100% organic fertiliser” etc on the labels.

16. Operator shall not use any misleading claims on the label which will affect the organic integrity or mislead customers. INDOCERT has the right to decide the claim whether it is misleading or not.

17. Unauthorized use of INDOCERT logo and label leads to prosecution.

18. As per the trade mark act 1999, passing off can be charged against violators.

19. Any misuse of INDOCERT logo will be charged as per section 420 of the Indian Penal code.

Self assessment check list for label preparation on packing

	Labelling - General Requirements

	( Size of the INDOCERT logo is proportional to the brand name 

	( Irradiation not done

	( Packaging material is according to Appendix 6 of NPOP (for NSOP Indian standards only)

	( Label indicates the operator’s information (Name, unit address etc.) 

	( Microbial formulations are clearly mentioned with its cfu/ml

	· ( Labels of processed product shall specify dates of production, expiry dates, list of  raw ingredients.
· ( The certificate validity is not expired.

· ( Only approved products labels are submitted for label approval.
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